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Navy Department, March 5, 1859. 
Sir : In compliance with a resolution of the Senate of the 26tli ultimo, 

I have the honor to transmit herewith copy of the correspondence 
between Commander Foote, of the United States navy, and his 
Excellency E. A. Blundell, relative to the case of the ship “ Henrietta 
Maria.” 

With great respect, I am, sir, your obedient servant, 
ISAAC TOUCEY. 

Hon. John C. Breckinridge, 
President of the Senate. 

United States Ship Portsmouth, 

Singapore, May 5, 1857. 
Sir : Agreeably to the orders of Commodore Armstrong, command¬ 

ing the United States naval forces in the East Indies and China seas, 
I have come hither with the ship under my command, for the purpose 
of obtaining full information, for the use of the government of the 
United States, upon the facts and principles involved in the case of 
the barque “Henrietta Maria.” This vessel, as I am informed, after 
having been abandoned at sea by her officers and most of her men, 
was taken possession of by the master of the American ship Coeur de 
Lion, on the 28tli February last, in a perilous and in a constructively 
piratical condition, owing to the captain and officers being missing, 
and one meeting at least having occurred since the vessel had left her 
last port, and was brought to this place (Singapore) for adjudication. 
Adjudication here being declined by the authorities, and the said 
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barque having, by consular authority, hoisted the American hag, that 
flag was forcibly hauled down by a British civil officer, while an armed 
boat’s crew, sent from the British frigate “Spartan,” was lying along¬ 
side the barque “Henrietta Maria,” after which act, the said barque, 
■without a register—the conclusive proof of nationality—was wrested 
from the salvors, who, by the common law of England, have a right 
“to retain possession of the goods saved until the proper compensation 
is made to them,” and delivered to a Hutch man-of-war for the pur¬ 
pose of being taken to Batavia. 

I respectfully request, in view of this statement, that your excellency 
will furnish me with an account of the proceedings towards the 
“Henrietta Maria,” while she was lying in this port. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, vour obedient servant, 
ANDREW H. FOOT, 

Commander United States Navy. 
His Excellency Edward A. Blundell, Esq., 

Governor of Singapore. 

The Governor of Prince of Wales Island, Singapore and Malacca. 

Singapore, May 6, 185T. 
Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 

yesterday’s date, informing me that the object of your visit to this port 
with the ship under your command is to obtain full information, for 
the use of your government, upon the facts of the case of the barque’ 
“Henrietta Maria,” and requesting that I would furnish you with an 
account of my proceedings towards that vessel while she was lying in 
this port. I beg to reply as follows: 

On the morning of the 6th of March the arrival of the Dutch barque 
“Henrietta Maria,” with Chinese coolies, was reported by the master 
attendant of the port, and about noon of the same day a letter was 
addressed by Messrs. Williams, Antlion & Co., as agents for the salvors, 
to the resident counsellor of the station, requesting he wTould take such 
steps as he might deem necessary for the ends of justice, and notifying 
that the “ Henrietta Maria” had been consigned to them by the com¬ 
mander of the Cceur de Lion. To this a reply was sent, intimating 
that the police would take charge of the vessel, and prevent the Chi¬ 
nese (supposed to be in mutiny) from communicating with the shore. 
An officer of the marine police, with a party, was placed in charge, 
with orders to see that nothing was taken from the vessel, and the 
marine magistrate wTas called upon to take the depositions of the crew 
and salvors on board the vessel herself. The Chinese coolies, too nu¬ 
merous to be left on board in the then filthy state of the vessel, were 
landed and kept in safe custody. 

Before the marine magistrate had completed his investigation, an 
application was received from the resident at Rliio, on behalf of the 
government of Netherlands India, for the delivery to him of the barque 
“Henrietta Maria” on account of the owners, and for adjudication in 
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the courts of law at Batavia of the claims of the salvors, and as there 
was no recognized representative of the Dutch government at Singa¬ 
pore, he sent up the brig “ ITaai,” of the Dutch royal navy, to receive 
charge of the “ Henrietta Maria” and convey her to Batavia. Shortly 
alter the arrival of the “ Ilaai,” a private note was addressed by the 
resident counsellor to Messrs. Williams, Antlion & Co., intimating to 
them that the “Henrietta Maria” would be sent to Batavia for adju¬ 
dication, in charge of the Dutch man-of-war. The grounds on which 
this determination was come to were that the vessel, being Dutch, the 
Chinese coolies found on board, upwards of one hundred in number, 
had, if innocent of any mutiny, a claim on the owners, and if guilty, 
were punishable only by a Dutch criminal court. In reply to this 
note a protest was received from Messrs. Williams, Antlion & Co., 
and also from Mr. Antlion, as the acting vice consul for the United 
States of America. These being considered as merely matters of form, 
to secure the claims of the salvors, and no reasons being assigned, 
either verbally or in writing, why the “Henrietta Maria” should not 
be given up to the Dutch, the master attendant proceeded on board 
for the purpose, on the morning of the 18th of March; but on reach¬ 
ing the vessel he found the American flag hoisted on board, and was 
told by the mate of the Cceur de Lion, in a threatening manner, that 
force must be used to take down that flag. This circumstance having 
been reported, a note was addressed by the resident counsellor to 
Messrs. Williams, Antlion & Co., pointing out the illegality of hoist¬ 
ing American colors on board the “ Henrietta Maria,” and the master 
attendant was then directed to proceed on board in a boat from her 
Majesty’s ship “Spartan,” which he did, and stepping on board alone, 
he, with his own hands, and with no further show of force, hauled 
down the American flag, and the vessel was handed over to the Dutch 
man-of-war and proceeded at once to Batavia. 

Ho intimation that the flag of the United States of America had been 
or would be hoisted on board the “ Henrietta Maria,” by consular or 
vice consular authority, was ever given to any of the officers of this 
place, and it was not till several days subsequently that this was made 
known to the resident counsellor by the receipt of a formal legal 
protest, signed by Mr. Antlion as acting vice consul. 

The “Henrietta Maria” arrived at this port under Dutch colors. It 
is true that amid the disorder caused on board during the time the 
vessel was in the hands of the Chinese coolies the register was missing, 
and the tin box in which such documents are kept on board Dutch 
ships was found broken open, but many other documents were on 
board substantiating her nationality ; amongst others, a printed official 
log in the Dutch language. Her name and port, (the “Henrietta Ma¬ 
ria,” of Rotterdam,) were painted in large letters on her stern, and also 
on the covering of the wheel. From the time of her arrival in this har¬ 
bor to the time she was handed over to the Dutch man-of-war, the 
“Henrietta Maria” was, as stated in the second paragraph of this letter, 
in charge of the marine police of this port, and not in that of the 
American consulate. 

In conclusion, I beg very earnestly to disclaim any want of respect 
to the American flag or to the rights of American citizens in the steps 
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I felt it my duty to take. The duly accredited representative of your 
government was unfortunately absent at the time, though he returned 
to his post on the following day, and the gentleman who assumed the 
office was a perfect stranger to me, nor had any intimation been 
made to me of his having been nominated vice consul. If this gen¬ 
tleman was legally empowered to act as the consul for the United 
States at this settlement, and if he was justified in authorizing the 
flag of the United States to be hoisted on board a Dutch vessel in this 
harbor, which vessel was at the time in charge of the executive 
authority of the place, then, of course, I must acknowledge myself to 
have been in error in directing that flag to be hauled down ; but I still 
trust that in what I have done I shall be found to have acted neither 
with want of respect to your national flag or with any injustice towards 
the interests of American citizens, as I am bound to presume that the 
adjudication of claims in the Dutch courts will be very much the same 
as in our own courts of law. 

I think it right to add that since the return of the American consul, 
which, as before stated, took place the day after the delivery of the 
“ Henrietta Maria” to the Dutch man-of-war, that gentleman has not 
apparently deemed it his duty to address any representation to me, 
verbal or written, on the subject, and that Mr. Anthon, who waited 
on me for the first time on the morning of the transaction, pointedly 
refrained from any allusion to the subject. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant, 
E. A. BLUNDELL, Governor. 

Commander A. H. Foote, 
United States Navy, United States Ship Portsmouth. 

United States Ship Portsmouth, 
Singapore Roads, May 8, 1857. 

Sir : Your letter of the 6th instant furnishing me with an account 
of the proceedings towards the barque “ Henrietta Maria,” from the 
time of her arrival in this port in charge of the salvors until she was 
given into possession of a Dutch man-of-war by the local authorities, 
lias been received. I fully appreciate the promptness of your reply, 
the full information it contains, and the good spirit manifested towards 
the American flag and American interests. But, as the case is one 
involving important principles, and as it appears from the copy of a 
relevant correspondence now before me that there has been a misap¬ 
prehension on your part on several important points, I deem it my 
duty again to address your excellency on the subject. 

In the second paragraph of your communication you say that the 
resident counsellor intimated to the agents for the salvors, Messrs. 
Williams, Anthon & Co., that “ the police would take charge of the 
ship,” * * and that “an officer of the marine police, with a 
party, was placed in charge, with orders to see that nothing was taken 
from the vessel.” In the fifth paragraph you say: “From the time 
of her arrival in this harbor to the time she was handed over to the 
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Dutch man-of-war, the ‘Henrietta Maria’ was, as stated in the second 
paragraph of this letter, in charge of the marine police of this port 
and not in that of the American consulate.” On these points 1 re¬ 
mark: From the copy of the correspondence between Messrs. Williams, 
Anthon & Co., and Acting Yice Consul Antlion, and the Hon. II. 
McKenzie, resident counsellor, a request had been made to the resident 
counsellor on the part of the agents for the salvors to have the case of 
the “Henrietta Marie” investigated immediately, as there were one 
hundred Chinese coolies on board, and, “ as nothing definite can be 
ascertained as regards the missing captain and officers, and we fear 
the ends of justice may be frustrated should any of the coolies escape 
from the vessel as she now lies in the harbor.” To this letter the resident 
counsellor replies: “ [ have to inform you that instructions have been 
given for two gunboats to guard the ‘ Henrietta Maria,’ and not to 
permit any Chinaman to approach or leave without the written permit 
of the officer on board. The marine magistrate has been ordered to 
proceed on board forthwith and investigate the case. I have to 
request you to render him every assistance in examining the ship’s 
books,” &c. 

From this correspondence, as well as from the fact of the entire with¬ 
drawal of the police force from the vessel soon after the coolies had 
been landed, and especially as the papers, except the missing register, 
were retained at the American consulate, it appears that the vessel 
remained (under consular direction) in charge of Mr. Crawford, the 
chief officer of the “Cceur de Lion,” who had brought her into this 
port, and that she was not at any period in charge of, but merely re¬ 
ceived protection from, the police authorities, for a limited period and 
for a specific purpose. 

The first part of the third paragraph of your letter refers to an ap¬ 
plication sent from the Dutch Resident at Rliio on behalf of the gov¬ 
ernment of Netherlands India, for the delivery of the barque “Henri¬ 
etta Maria,” for adjudication in the courts of law at Batavia, &c. Also, 
a private note of the resident counsellor to Messrs. Williams, Anthon 
& Co., and to the protest of this firm. 

Had your excellency personally supervised or minutely examined 
into this case, I am quite confident, with the highest local authorities; 
of England and America on the subject of salvage before you, that the 
barque “Henrietta Maria,” irrespective of the question of her nation-, 
ality, would have been placed in the viee admiralty court of Singapore 
for final adjudication. In addition to the opinion of Abbott, the Eng¬ 
lish authority cited in my letter to you of the 5th instant, that by the 
admiralty law of England the salvor is entitled to retain possession of 
the goods saved until a proper compensation is made to him for his 
trouble, a high American authority (Story) says: “As soon as they 
(any person at sea) take possession of property for the purpose of saving 
it, or if they find a ship derelict at sea, or if they recapture it, or if 
they go on board a ship in distress and take possession, with assent of 
master or other person in possession, they are deemed bona fid® posses¬ 
sors, and their possession cannot be lawfully displaced. They have a, 
lien upon the property for their salvage, which the fews of all ip,ari-_ 
time countries will respect and enforce.” 



6 SHIP HENRIETTA MARIA. 

As to the authority of an admiralty court to decide a case of salvage 
where the foreign interests meet in an English court, the legal autho¬ 
rities already quoted, together with many others, not only show the 
law to be clear upon the point, but in addition I would refer to the late 
case decided by a vice admiralty court in Hong Kong, in re “Monsoon,” 
where salvage was awarded when the parties were Americans and Pe¬ 
ruvians. In this case the point was raised that the saved property and 
owners thereof, and salvors, being all foreigners, the vice admiralty 
court had no jurisdiction ; but the chief justice overruled the objec¬ 
tion, and salvage was awarded. 

Messrs. Williams, Anthon & Co., and Acting Yice Consul Anthon, 
conceiving that a grievous wrong would be done the salvors in case 
the “Henrietta Maria,” as intimated in the letter of the resident coun¬ 
sellor on the 17th March last, should be transferred to the Dutch and 
sent to Batava for adjudication, they entered their protest, as will be 
seen by the letter from them dated March 17, 1857, addressed to Mr. 
Anthon as vice consul, a copy of which (marked A) is enclosed here¬ 
with, for the purpose of expressing in the strongest terms in their 
power their opinion of the illegality and the injustice of such transfer 
of property from disinterested to an interested court for adjudication; 
and this without giving the salvors any legal security for their claims 
in the event of the loss of the vessel by sea or otherwise, while on her 
passage to Batava; to say nothing of the manner by which the pro¬ 
perty was wrested from the salvors, which high legal authorities 
already cited show them in right to be sole possessors till their claim 
for salvage should be awarded in the vice admiralty court where the 
vessel was first carried. 

In the latter part of the third paragraph of your letter you state, 
in reference to the master attendant going on board and finding the 
American flag flying at the peak of the “Henrietta Maria,” that a 
note was addressed by the resident counsellor to Messrs. Williams, 
Anthon & Co., pointing out the illegality of hoisting the American 
colors on board the “Henrietta Maria;” this is probably a mistake, as 
Messrs. Williams, Anthon & Co. inform me that they have received 
no communication whatever from the resident counsellor in reference 
to the illegality of hoisting the American flag on board the “Henrietta 
Maria.” The acting vice consul, Anthon, received a letter from the 
resident counsellor of the 18th of March, in which he says, “As you 
mention the ‘Henrietta Maria’ will not be given over to her rightful 
owners, the Dutch, (Mr. Crawford merely being a salvor, not the claim¬ 
ant of a derelict,) and as I now see the American flag has been hoisted 
on a Dutch bottom, thus implying that she is a seizure of United 
States subjects, I think it right to inform you that it is tantamount 
to an act of piracy,” &c. From this letter it would appear that the 
resident counsellor did, by implication, at least, acknowledge Mr. 
Anthon as acting vice consul, and having acknowledged him as such, 
and the mate, Mr. Crawford, having informed the master attendant 
that he had consular authority for hoisting the American flag at the 
peak of the “Henrietta Maria,” it would seem that the conduct of 
Acting Yice Consul Anthon, if piratical, as was intimated, should have 
led the authorities here to suspend him from consular functions. 
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Agreeably to art. 4th of the treaty of 1815, between the United States 
and Great Britain, which says: “And it is hereby declared to be 
lawful and proper that in case of illegal or improper conduct towards 
the laws of government, a consul may either be furnished according 
to law, if the laws will reach the case, or be dismissed or even sent 
back, the offended government assigning to the other their reasons for 
the same.” 

From the enclosed copy of an affidavit (marked B) it appears that 
after Mr. Crawford had refused permission to the master attendant to 
haul down the American flag then flying at the peak of the “Henrietta 
Maria,” that an armed boat with the master attendant was sent along¬ 
side from the British frigate “Spartan,” and that in anticipation of this 
force being used in case of resisting the British civil officer, that 
officer was permitted to haul down the American flag, which he did 
without further opposition, after which act the “Henrietta Maria” was 
handed over to the Hutch man-of-war, and proceeded in her charge to 
Batavia. 

In the 6tli paragraph you disclaim any want of respect to the 
American flag, or to the rights of American citizens, Ac. I am quite 
satisfied that your official conduct in this matter was actuated by high 
motives, as well as that of Sir William Haste, captain of the British 
frigate “Spartan,” who promptly came on board this ship on the day 
of our arrival, assuring me that he had no idea of reflecting upon the 
American flag or damaging our, interests in the least degree by send¬ 
ing the boat, as requested by the authorities, alongside the barque 
“Henrietta Maria.” In the same paragraph of your letter, reference 
is made to the acting vice consul being unknown to you personally, 
and that you had no knowledge of his appointment from Mr. Biddle. 
Mr. Biddle informs me, as the copy of the enclosed letter marked C, 
will show, that in calling on you to take his leave he verbally an¬ 
nounced that he had appointed Mr. Anthon as vice consul during his 
absence. I have myself seen the appointment of Mr. Anthon, and had 
a question then arisen as to his authority so to act in the absence of 
Mr. Biddle the appointment authorizing that right would have been 
presented. 

In the concluding paragraph of your letter you refer to Mr. Biddle 
on his return not addressing any representation to you, verbal or writ¬ 
ten, on the subject of the “Henrietta Maria.” Mr. Biddle informs me 
by the enclosed copy of the letter marked C, that his reasons for not 
referring to the matter were, in brief, that the vice consul had already 
made the protest; his acts had been ignored by the authorities, and all 
was done in the case that could be done, and that nothing was left for 
him but to approve the course of the vice consul, and forward the ac¬ 
count of the transaction to his government. 

While it is not, strictly speaking, in the province of the commander 
of an American man-of-war to enter upon a discussion and pronounce 
an opinion on the proceedings of a foreign government, yet when such 
proceedings are considered as involving the rights of the citizens and 
the flag of the United States, and when it is shown by the highest 
authority that the obligation of adjudication and protection to salvors 
is imposed upon the sovereignty into whose admiralty waters a rescued 
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vessel is carried, and when the salvors have their interest forcibly trans* 
ferred to another power, and when the flag of the United States, by 
consular authority, is displayed over such interest, a vessel without a 
register, and in a constructively piratical state, as exhibited in the en¬ 
closed copy of deposition marked B as the last and strongest protest, 
and then that flag hauled down by a British civil officer, 1 do consider 
it to be my duty to remonstrate and protest against such proceedings, 
and accordingly I do remonstrate and enter my solemn protest against 
the course which the authorities of Singapore have adopted in the case 
of the barque “Henrietta Maria.” 

I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 
ANDREW H. FOOTE, 

Commander TJ. S. Navy. 
His Excellency Edward A. Blundell, Esq., 

Governor of Prince of Wales Island, Singapore and Malacca. 

A. 

Singapore, March 17, ^ past 4y>. m., 1857. 
Sir : We respectfully enclose, for your perusal and immediate action 

thereon, the informal note of the ITon. H. S. Mackenzie, Ac., Ac., 
received at quarter past 4 p. m. this day, regarding the barque “Hen¬ 
rietta Maria,” in our hands as agents for the salvors; and as you will 
observe that by said vessel’s departure from this port we are losing 
the only hold we have upon her as agents for the salvors, and as we 
also have with this brief informal notice no time allowed to consult 
with the authorities, who live several miles away from this, and have 
left their offices, as also have the legal gentlemen of the place, and 
cannot again be found at their places of business before 10 a. m. of 
to-morrow, when the intention may have been carried out, unless with 
your most energetic assistance. We do beg you to note that a most 
grievous wrong is about to be done by the vessel’s departure without 
any previous notice whatever, and acknowledged by the authorities 
in their letter to be in our hands, and no government oflicer being on 
board to indicate their supposed right to move said ship, and without 
giving any security to meet the claim for salvage upon such brief 
notice; and she having no register, and not allowing time to find 
from the authorities the exact nature of the proposed voyage, to per¬ 
mit of its risks being covered by insurance, or to get securities that the 
interests of the salvors be protected in any manner as respects additional 
costs, risks fair adjudication of the claim by other parties, or time for 
ourselves to address other parties to look after said interest; and we 
do hereby declare that American citizens are the salvors of the above 
property, and their interests, in our opinion, demand your best pro¬ 
tection by protest and otherwise to the extent of your power. And 
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to this end we beg your prompt action as your judgmei.it may dictate 
in view of the case. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servants, 
WILLIAMS, AXTHOX & CO. 

If; II. Antiion, Esq., 
Vice Consul U. A, Singapore. 

True copy: A. VAXDEX HEUVEL. 
Commodore’s Secretary.• 

B. 

Consulate Of the United States, 
Singapore, May 8, 1857, 

James Crawford, being dully sworn, doth depose and say : Tliat he 
is a citizen of the United States, born in Brooklyn, Hew York, and 
that he is twenty-nine years of age ; that he is first officer of the 
American ship “ Coeur de Lion,” of Boston, whereof G. W. Tucker, of 
Portsmouth, is master, and has been an officer of said ship ever since 
she was launched, now nearly four years. 

That on the twenty-fifth of February last, when on a voyage from 
Calcutta to ILong Kong, when in the China sea, in latitude 7° 30' 
north, longitude 110° 30' east of Greenwich, they met a barque with 
the name “ Henrietta Maria” painted on her stern, with the Dutch 
fiag at half mast, at the mizzen peak, and the English flag (the union 
jack that is) at the main. We saw her with her maintopsail hove to ; 
we spoke her, and she asked us for assistance. We asked what assist¬ 
ance she wanted, and they said they wanted a navigator to take her 
into some port. We asked where her captain was? They replied that 
he had taken a boat and left the ship. Then we lowered a boat and 
pulled to her to learn particulars \ then they told us she was from 
Macao, with about three hundred and fifty-four coolies, bound to 
Havana. Captain Tucker, hearing this, placed me in charge of said 
vessel, with instructions to take her to Singapore, and we arrived here 
about the sixth or seventh of March. The European part of the crew 
consisted of one Englishman and three Germans, that is, those we 
found on board of them. They stated that the Coolies rose and took 
possession of the ship and compelled the captain to make for the land, 
Which they anchored near to, and commenced landing; that the 
following morning, after over two hundred of them had gone on shore, 
the captain, afraid for his life, with his officers and twelve or thirteen 
of his European crew, escaped in his gig, seaward. I have never 
been able to learn, although I have often inquired, what has been 
his fate. That the day after the captain’s escape the Chinese com¬ 
pelled the remainder of the crew to stand out to sea with the ship, 
and they, being wholly unable to navigate her, did not know where 
they were when we met her. It took us about a week to reach Singa* 

Ex. Doc. 1—2 
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pore. On the 18th of March, Mr. Vaughn, the master attendant of the 
port of Singapore, came on board (after we had been some ten days 
or more in port) and told me that the Dutch brig-of-war “Haai,” was 
coining to take the vessel to Batavia, and told me the best thing that 
I could do, to save further trouble, would be to make the vessel over 
to him, and that I most decidedly refused to do. He then informed 
me that I had committed an act of piracy in hoisting the American 
colors, which he had advised me one day in his office to do; said he, 
when Mr. Chandler was with me, “Why, if I were you, I would hoist 
American colors;” lie seemed to say this seriously, as if he meant it, 
and I had no reason to think differently; he then went on board of 
the British man-of-war “Spartan,” and in about fifteen minutes or 
more returned with an armed force. Mr. Vaughn and a lieutenant of 
the “Spartan” both came up on the quarter-deck of the barque ; these 
were the only two who actually came on the quarter-deck, but they 
were backed up by the marines, who, with their muskets and fixed 
Bayonets, were in a boat alongside, and some of this crew came up in 
the gangway. I cannot say whether these last men carried their 
weapons or not. Mr. Vaughn, advancing, said, “Ihave come to haul 
that fiag down,” and then I ran and took hold, with one hand, of the 
signal halyards, and demanded by whose authority it was to be lower¬ 
ed, and he replied, “By the British government.” Then I told him 
that I protested against it in the name of the American consul at 
Singapore; he replied “that he could not help it, that it must come 
down ;” then he stepped forward and pulled it down without further 
resistance; after this he kicked it off one side as if it was in his way, 
and turning to me, said, “ Mr. Crawford, do you think this will cause 
an American war?” and then they signalized to the Hutch brig to 
come and take charge of her, which they did, hoisting the Hutch 
flag. 

JAMES CRAVE OBI). 

Sworn and subscribed before me, this 8th day of May, 1857. 
■ , In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seal 
' J' of office the day and date aforesaid. 

THOMAS BIHHLE, Jk., 
Consul of the United States. 

Consulate of tjie United States, 
Singapore, May 8,1857. 

I certify the above and foregoing to be a true copy, 
I In testimony whereof I have hereunto affixed roy hand and 

'L' ‘' ‘ seal of office the day and date aforesaid. 

True copy. 

THOMAS BIIIHLE, Jr;, 
United States Consul. 

A, VANHEH IIEUVEL, 
Commodore?s Secretary, 
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a 
Uniter States Ship Portsmouth, 

Singapore, May 8, 1857. 
Sir: I am informed in a communication dated tlie 6th instant, ad¬ 

dressed to me by the honorable the governor of Singapore, in refer¬ 
ence to the case of the barque “Henrietta Maria,” that no intimation 
had been made to him of Mr. Anthon having been nominated as vice 
consul during your temporary absence on official business at Penang, 
but that he was a perfect stranger to him. 

And secondly, that upon your return you had not apparently deemed 
it your duty to address any representation to him, verbal or written, 
on the subject, 

I shall deem it a favor if you will inform me particularly concerning 
this, as I am replying to the governor’s letter, 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ANDREW H. FOOTE, 

Commander United States Nary. 
Thomas Biddle, Jr,, Esq., 

Consul of tlie United Stales of America 
for Singapore and its dependencies. 

True copy, 
A. VANDEN HEUYEL, 

Commodore's Secretary. 

D, 

Consulate of the United States, 
Singapore, May 8, 1857. 

Sir : In reply to your letter of this date, I beg leave to mention that 
it seems to have escaped the memory of his excellency the governor 
that on the morning of my departure for Penang on an official visit I 
formally paid him my respects, and, talking leave, explicitly stated that 
I left my fellow-countryman, Mr, Anthon, in charge of the consulate 
till my return, and hoped that he would facilitate him therein. To 
this I understood his excellency courteously to assent. I moreover de¬ 
livered to Mr. Anthon a formal certificate, nominating him vice con¬ 
sul for the time being, which, whenever demanded, would have been 
produced. 

In answer to your second interrogatory allow me to observe, that 
upon my return I promptly waited on the governor, who was then 
unable to receive me, but appointed by note the following day, when 
I stated, as clearly as I could, that as an extensive correspondence on 
the subject having just closed between the government of Singapore 
and Mr. Anthon, and he having filed protests, both as vice consul of 
the United States and for the private interests of our citizens suffering 
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from said action, and notwithstanding which the vessel had been de- 
livered to the Dutch authorities, and our flag hauled down, that I con¬ 
sidered that as consul my only duty was to report the case succinctly 
to the government of the United States, enclosing in it all the corres¬ 
pondence and submitting to its disposal any further proceedings. 

I have the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS DIDDLE, Jr., 

United States Consuls 
Andrew H. Foote, Esq., 

Commander United States Navy. 
True copy. 

A. VAN DEN IIEUYEL. 
Commodore's Secretary„• 

MAY 21324 


		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-12-28T09:56:08-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




